PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION, VOL. It

AN apology is due for the delay in the issue of this and the
succeeding volume. I can only plead the pressure of many
onerous engagements, the somewhat heavy nature of the task,
the difficulty experienced (1) in presenting the subject to the
'reader in something approaching logical sequence, and (2) the
'delicate task of selecting matter to be included and rejecting
otiier and possibly equally important details. With reference
to the frequent quotations from Wilson Neil, I must remark
that in varnish-making, as in cooking, the principles of
working remain the same, whether the work be done on a
small or large scale. So also the beginner in varnish-making
who thoroughly masters Wilson Neil's methods of manufacture
given in this book will have little to learn and nothing to
unlearn when he comes to use the larger and more improved
appliances also fully described in the text. The one great
; essential is to master thoroughly the main principles of oil
' varnish making; the details of how these principles are to be
; -carried out in a rational manner may very well be left to
individual operators. I am therefore very pleased that the
publishers "have been able to find room for the great bulk of
Wilson Neil's Gold Medal essay, each section being in its
appropriate place. To attempt to^do better on the small scale
than Wilson Neil did would be rash. To alter his principles
on the large scale would be wrong. To paraphrase his instruc-
tions in silence, as so many have done, would be misleading.
The author has therefore let him appeal to the reader in his
own words, which have lost little or none of their force through
the efflux of time. So sound was Wilson Neil in his grasp of
the principles of varnish-making that the authot can even now
only detect one or two slight flaws in his train of thought and
argument, such as his vaguely erroneous ideas as to the com-
position of umber.
The results of the comparatively recent researches of
Tschirsch and his coadjutors, in the domain of analytical
investigations into the composition of resins, have been given
in detail in the case of such resins as come within the scope of
this volume. These may appeal more forcibly to the student of
resins than to the varnish-maker, but the varnish-maker cannot
know too much of his raw materials, and, if he has no time for